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RE CE YE D

May 17, 2009

City Council
City and Countyof Honolulu
BudgetCommittee
Honolulu Hale
530 S. King Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

Re: BILL 15, CDI - EXECUTIVE OPERATINGBUDGETAND PROGRAM

HonorableCouncilmembers,

I supportBill IS without reservations.I am especiallygladthatthe bill fundsa new
RapidTransitdivision, which is necessaryto win a federalfunding agreementfor therail transit
line. The proposedrail line will not only restoremobility between‘Ewa andcentralHonolulu,
but can also servefutureextensionson exclusiveand at-graderight-of-waysto Waikiki, Central
Oahu, the LeewardandWindwardcoasts,Manoavalley, EastHonolulu, andotherareas.

In otherwords, building this vital backboneon an elevatedguidewaydoesnot mandate
thatall future extensionsmustbe“an elevatedheavyrail” system,as recentlyclaimedin city
newspapers.FromKapoleito downtown,automateddriverlesslight rail transitis clearly the best
andmostpracticalchoice. However,the train control systemto be installedcannot only host
trainsto andfrom Kapolei,but alsotrainsfrom additionallinesbuilt on city streets.Trains from
Kapoleicould evenbe switchedoverto overheadpowerat Ala Moanaandrun throughWaikiki
on city streets,like the streetcarsandtrolleybusesthat onceservedthe area.

Besidesother light rail transit lines, the facility might eventuallyhost electrically
poweredtrolleybuses,or evendual modebusesthat can switch from rail to road andfrom
electricityto diesel. Seattleis onecity that successfullymixesbusesandrail on the sameroutes.

Rail transit, as advancedby Bill 15, opensfuture opportunitiesin this city, ratherthan
cutting anyoff I urgeyouto approveBill 15.

Mahalo,

HannahMiyamoto
Manoa

RapidTransftBudget
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